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R.B.Kitaj once described Creffield as 'England's most closely guarded secret' and
although enormously respected, his work remains less well-known than it should.
Often compared to Frank Auerbach and Leon Kossoff, who also took classes with David
Bomberg at the Borough Polytechnic, Creffield’s language is unmistakeably his own. The
diversity of his subjects is also incomparable. As well as returning to familiar motifs -
such as views from Greenwich in the 1950s and of the sea at Brighton in the 1970s and
1980s - Creffield’s oeuvre is characterised by the diversity of subjects on which he has
worked, often as a result of a commission. Now in his eighty-fifth year, this exhibition
confirms Creffield’s stature, provides a rare, in depth, opportunity to see paintings by
Creffield and is a chance to marvel at the extraordinary accomplishment of his
economic yet lush mark-making. I am honoured to be staging our third solo exhibition
of Creffield’s work. I am grateful to Dennis for agreeing to this selective overview and
for releasing favourite paintings that he has previously retained.

James Hyman, July 2015



1. Self-Portrait (Slade)
Oil on board

76.5 X 64 cms

1960






2. Seated Nude
Oil on board

76 X 61 cms
1949



3. Seated Nude (Slade)
Oil on board

76 x 61 cms

1959



4. Self-Portrait (Slade)
Oil on board

77 x 61 cms

1959



5. Self-Portrait (Slade)
Oil on board

77 X 61 cms

1959



6. Dorothy Mead
0Oil on canvas
76.5 x 63 cms
1973






7. Still Life with Straw Hat
Oil on board

76 x 101 cms

1959




8. Dead Rabbit (London)
Oil on board

76 x 61 cms

1962



9. still Life with Skull
Oil on canvas

101 x 76 cms

1965






10. The London Group Exhibition, 1965
Oil on canvas

121 x 151.5 cms

1965






11. Flowers
Oil on canvas
71 x91.5 cms
1972






12. In the Studio
Oil on canvas
101.5x 127 cms
1976






13. Good Morning
Oil on canvas

63.5 x 76 cms
1972






14. The Lovers
Oil on canvas
122 x 141 cms
1970






15. Greenwich from the roof of the Royal Observatory
Oil on canvas

76 x 101 cms

1959






16. Greenwich Winter
Oil on board

71 x 92 cms

1957




17. Greenwich from the Roof of the Royal Observatory
Oil on canvas

71 x 92 cms

1958



18. Greenwich from the Royal Observatory
Oil on canvas

76 x 101

1959




19. Towards the Isle of Dogs From the Greenwich Observatory
Oil on board

61 x 76 cms

1960




20. Isle of Dogs from Greenwich Observatory
72X 92.5

Oil on board
1959






21. Leeds, from the roof of the University
Oil on canvas

76 x 101 cms
1965






22. Landscape - Halifax
Oil on canvas

126 x 152.5 cms

1965






23. Gloucester Cathedral, from East End
Oil on canvas

86 x 71.5 cms

1988
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24. Exeter Cathedral
Oil on canvas
76 x 86.5 cms

1988




25. Winter Storm from the Studio
Oil on canvas

86 x 91 cms

1985






26. Brighton Pier
Oil on canvas

86 x 91 cms

1985






27. Jerusalem - Sunrise (2)
Oil on canvas

70 x 80 cms

1994




28. Jerusalem - Sunrise (3)
Oil on canvas

70 x 80 cms

1994




29. Hallelujah
Oil on canvas
101 x 84 cms
2008-2010









DENNIS CREFFIELD

One of the most powerful draughtsmen at work today,
the paintings and drawings of Dennis Creffield combine
a fidelity to the subject with immense improvisation to
fuse empiricism with a profound spirituality. Perhaps
most famous for his epic drawings of the Cathedrals of
England and France, the human body has also been a
longstanding preoccupation.

Creffield’s work is in numerous museum collections
from Tate Britain to the Los Angeles County Museum.

Dennis Creffield is represented by James Hyman Fine
Art, London.

1931
Born in London

1948-51
Studied with David Bomberg at the Borough Polytechnic,
London
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Studied at the Slade School of Fine Art, London
Winner of the Tonks Prize for Life Drawing
Winner of the Steer Medal for Landscape Painting

1961
A Prizewinner at the John Moore's Liverpool Exhibition

1962-84
Member of the London Group

1964-68
Gregory Fellow in Painting at the University of Leeds

1977
Arts Council Major Award for Painting

1987
Commissioned by the South Bank Board to draw all the
Medieval Cathedrals of England

1990
House of Commons Fine Art Committee commission

1990/92/94/96
National Trust's Foundation for Art commissions

1997
Rome Abbey Scholarship 1997

2002
Commissioned by the globegallery, Hay-on-Wye, to draw
Welsh and English Castles

2007
Commissioned by James Hyman to produce works on the
theme of Jerusalem
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2009
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